2‘50 MIL

: J'e-”
Kmhe)/

.\
:
\
&



DIARY OF A WIMPY KID

THE DEEP END
Wi

W




THE DIARY OF AWIMPY KID SERIES

| Diary of a Wimpy Kid 6 Cabin Fever | I' Double Down
2 Rodrick Rules 7 The Third Wheel |2 The Getaway
3 The Last Straw 8 Hard Luck |3 The Meltdown
4 Dog Days 9 The Long Haul |4 Wrecking Ball
5 The Ugly Truth 10 OId School |5 The Deep End

MORE FROM THE WIMPY WORLD
The Wimpy Kid Do-It-Yourself Book
The Wimpy Kid Movie Diary
The Wimpy Kid Movie Diary:The Next Chapter

Diary of an Awesome Friendly Kid: Rowley Jefferson’s Journal

Rowley Jefferson’s Awesome Friendly Adventure




DIARY

THE DEEP END

b)/ Jeff Kihhey




PUFFIN BOOKS

UK | USA | Canada | Ireland | Australia
India | New Zealand | South Africa

Puffin Books is part of the Penguin Random House group of companies whose
addresses can be found at global.penguinrandomhouse.com.

www.penguin.co.uk  www.puffin.co.uk  www.ladybird.co.uk

Penguin
Random House
UK

First published in the English language in the USA
by Amulet Books, an imprint of ABRAMS, 2020
Original English title: Diary of a Wimpy Kid:The Deep End
(All rights reserved in all countries by Harry N.Abrams, Inc.)
Published simultaneously in Great Britain by Puffin Books 2020

Wimpy Kid text and illustrations copyright © Wimpy Kid, Inc.,2020
DIARY OF AWIMPY KID®, WIMPY KID™, and the Greg Heffley design™

and the design of the book’s cover are trademarks and
trade dress of Wimpy Kid, Inc. All rights reserved.

Book design by Jeff Kinney
Cover design by Jeff Kinney and Marcie Lawrence

The moral right of the author/illustrator has been asserted

A CIP catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library

1SBN: 978—-0-241-39697-1

All correspondence to:
Puffin Books, Penguin Random House Children’s
One Embassy Gardens, 8 Viaduct Gardens, London SWI1 7BW


http://global.penguinrandomhouse.com
http://www.penguin.co.uk
http://www.puffin.co.uk
http://www.ladybird.co.uk

TO RYAN







AUGUST
Thorsday
T love my fo\mily and all, but T dont need o
s?ehcl +weh+>/—1[our hours a Jo\)/ with -H-sem, seven
Jays a week. And that's EXACTLY +he way s

been around here |a+e|)/.

THs not just ME who's getting tired of +his,
either. We're ALL going a litte nuts, and if
‘l’"\ihss dont c‘mhse soon I think were gonhna go

off +he Jee\) end.

Mom says we Ve been cooyed up for too |oh3 and

we just need a holiday. But what we reo\lly need
IS a \\oh'cla)/ from eac)n OTHER.



T)na‘l"s not gohha *\o\\)\)eh ahy‘Hme soon, ‘I')nous}\ )
because we dont have any MONEY. And the

reason we don+t is kind of a |oh3 S+or‘7/.

//J Lorasodovssvonsoaos

Weve been |ivih3 in Gramma's basement for two
months, and T don+ know how much |oh3er we
can kee\) going like this. Mom says +hat one
do\y we |l look back on this time and smile, but
she’s not the one who has 4o share a futon with
RODRICK every hiﬁ"ﬁ.
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The crazy -H\ihs is, Gramma's got Pleh‘f)/ of room
in her \‘\ouse, so T dont understand w)ny our
whole family has 4o stay in her basement. When
we first got here, T called dibs on the guest
room, but Gramma said it was o\lrea&)/ +aken.

T dont think Gramma’s too thrilled we're |ivih3

wi‘l'}\ }\er, because w)neheVer \\er friehds come ovVer

she asks us to S‘hxy out of Sis"\‘l'.
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And that's kind of inconvenient since there isnt a
bo\-ﬂxroom n +)ne basemeh+, and her friends o\lwo\ys

stay FOREVER.

lelglls

We cant use ‘H-\e ki‘fc\-\eh w\weh Gramma's 3o+
guests, which means we cant eat dinner until after
‘H’\ey,re gone. But last hi@"\‘l’ I guess Rodrick 30‘|’

sick of waiting, so he heated up Some leftover
\)izzq in Gramma's dryer.
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T}\er‘e’s ho TV in Gramma's basemeh+, So ﬂ'\e oh|>/

ﬂ\iha we Ve got fo entertain ourselves with is each

OTHER. And, believe me, that's not ehous}\.

Mom says beihg bored is sooc}, because it makes
you use 7/our imqsiho\‘h'oh. But w\'\eheVer :[ +r>/ it
T always end up imagining the exact same -H\iha.
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Something that's making the situation a lot
harder is that Dad is working from home this
summer, which means he’s always around. And
whenever Dad has a mee+ih3, the rest of us have
to \Dre‘i‘ehd were hot there.

But that's not alwo\)/s easy to do, es‘peciquy when
you’Ve got a +\-\ree-year—o|& in the family.

Most of the time T Just try to keep myself
{Jusy. Gramma's 30+ stacks of \)uzzles down in the

basement, and T Ve done a few of them b)/ myseh[.
But Mom always lets Mo\hhy put in the last piece to
make him feel important.
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Tf you ask me, T don*t think Moms cloihs T"\o\hhy
ahy favours b)/ BARYING *\im. Ahc} its 30+ a lot

g . . )
worse Ssince we s+ar+ed |Mh3 at Grammas.

Sometimes, after dinner, we'll \)lq)/ a board game
as a {o\mily. But Mahhy cant handle com?lico\-!'ed
rules, so we always end vp \)layiha a game +hat

doesnt require any SKILL.
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We have to go to bed before its even dark
outside, because were all on MANNY'S schedule.

These &a)fs, Mahhy’s favourite bedtime s+or7/ iS a
Noah's Ark ‘)id‘ure book. T+s about this 9uy who
Kears it's gonhha rain for a reaH)/ |oh3 time, so he
builds a giant boat to ride out the storm with a
bunch of animals.

15



ﬂ\e illustrations in Mo\hhy’s book are all cartoons )
and ‘H\ey make it look like o flood that wi\)eé out
half the Earth was kind of FUN.

But T guess if the Jrqwihss were more realistic,
parents wouldn+ {)uy it for their ?re-sc%oolers.




I’Ve 30+ some c*ues-h'ohs about +)ne Noa\\’s Ark
story, ‘l‘)nous)n. For starters, T wanna know W*‘)’
Noah let venomous creatures like snakes and

scorpions oh board. Because, if it was ME, T

would Ve used the o\v\vor-hmﬁy 1o leave a few of
‘H\ose 3“)/5 BEHIND.

RUMBLE

And then T wouldVve used the extra space for
more of the GOOD animals, like puppies and
\we&se\\oss and those PY9™Y ‘wi‘)\)o‘)ohmuses.
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Luckﬂy, \\\oa)n didnt )naVe to make room on board
for whales and fish, because +)ne>/ would e taken up

a TON of space. And +\~\ey Probably didnt even
know the flood was *\a?\)ehihs to besih with.
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But it doesnt make a lot of sense that Noah
le+ BIRDS on the ark, since -H-\e)/ could Ve Just

FLOWN. Ahc{ I bet )ne resre++ed +)no\+ decision
ris}ﬁ o\wqy.
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You oh|>/ hear about ‘H\e animals ‘H\d‘l’ SURVIVED
the flood. But sometimes T wonder if +here were

some cool animals that DIDN'T make i+ on to the

’ﬂ\e way +he s+or>/ goes, after it rained for 1[or+>/
do\ys and for+>/ hi\g\'ﬁ's, it took 150 &d)/s for +he
floodwater to g0 back down. That means Noah
was stuck on the boat with a bunch of animals,
\>|us his wife and three sons.

And whenever T feel sorry for myseh[ |ivih3 n

Gramma’s basement with ray family, T +hink about
Noah and it makes me feel a little better.
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Mom keePs saying she’s slac} were all +03e+\'\er
risH' how, because she feels like time has slowed
down. T Ve noticed +¥\a+, too0, but for ME i+'s not
a GOOD ‘H\ihs.
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Someﬂ\iha that's makihs this summer feel reo\lly
long is that T cant go to my friend Row|e7/’s
\'\ouse. Ahd +)na+’s because }\e)s off on some bis
EuroPedh \\olido\y with his family.

When Row|ey first 4old me about his family’s
P|qhs, T 4ried to see if his parents mis*ﬁ let+ me
tag along. But T guess Mr and Mrs Jefferson
arent as s)no\r\) as T -H-\ous\-\‘f +)ne7/ were, because
+\we7/ hever Picked up oh any of my hints.

I'tL BET YOUR TRIP WOULD BE
MORE FUN IF YOU HAD A

FRIEND ALONG! YEP...WONDER
WHO MIGHT LIKE TO COME?

//[ \\\\ é% % :

Il ll_l i lﬂ_ﬂl I

So now Rowleys Probqbly off ‘\o\vms the +ime 01[
his life while T'm cloiha fiVe-huhclrec}-\)iece Puzz|es

n my srdhcimoi')ner’s basement.
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T +hink Mom feels bad we can*t afford +o do
someﬂxihs S\Decio\l +)m's summer, So s}\e’s been +r7lih3
to make up for it.

She says we can go ahyw\-\ere we want if we Just
use our imdsihd‘h’ohs. But, 4o be honest ) +hat's
hot reall)/ doihs it for me any more.

0

[ WELCOME TO
| ?| )
\ ™
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T think Moms ﬁ'hally had ehoua}w, too, because last
hi3¥~\+ she called o ”'(dmi|>/ mee+ih3" after dinner to

brainstorm ideas for ‘-\oliclo\ys that we can afford.
But the \)ro{>|em is, eVeryohe’s got their OWN idea
of a sood time.
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Dad wants to drive around and visit a buhch of
Civil War battlefields and take part in a
re-enactment. But ho{)ociy else was crazy about

putting on wool underwear in the middle of Au3u5+.

Mahhy wants to go to the Animal Safari, which
we used to Visit a lot when T was little. But +he

animals in that \9|ace alwo\ys seem so SAD, es?ecio\lly
the clohkey ﬂ\ey Po\ih-rec} to look like a zebra.
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Mom said we could save mohey b)/ S+o\>/ih3 close to
home and VisH'ihs \>|aces N our own commuth. But
Tve gone onh ehous)n school field trips o feel like
T know this town inside and out.

WASTE WATER
TREATMENT
FACILITY

e o e Ll
= ..'-""'"_/-;/ - "/
The ohly ones who could agree oh what we should
do were me and Rodrick. We both voted to 90 to
+he Thrills and S\)ills amusement Park, which would

be CHEAP since Gramma got \-\alf—\vrice coupohs in
ﬂ'\e mail.
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Plus, -H\ey Just oPehed a new roller coaster called

Track Jumper +hat's SU\)\)osed to be +o+a||>/ INSANE.

Mom said the rides at Thrills and SP.'HS are too
scary for Mdhh)/, so she svsseerecl we go to
SJror)/{)ook Villase, which has rides for all ages.
But me and Rodrick have had ehous\'\ of Little
Miss Muffet's Mild Ride for one lifetime.
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Since my family couldnt settle on o\hyﬂ\ihs, T
$u33e$+ed we all go oh our OWN }\o“ddys dhc} do
a slideshow of eVeryohe’s trips when we get back.

Mom said the whole point of ’Deihs on a family
}\oliciay is to do +)nih3$ TOGETHER. She says
that one c}ay us kids are gonhha go our se\mro\‘re

ways, and time's ruhhihs out to make %aﬂyy
memories as a FAMILY.

833

But, believe me, for THIS family to make \\aﬂ)y
memories +03e+)ner, its gohha take o« MIRACLE.
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Mohdax
We fihally fisured out a way we could afford +o 90
on a family )nolic{ay ﬂ\is summer.

On Sa+urda7/ hi3¥\+ my great Srahdmoﬂ\er Gammie
called Dad and asked if he could get rid of Uncle
Go\ry’s camper van, w}xich }\as been ‘)o\rkec} n \wer
driVeway for the \vas+ two years.

APVo\reh'Hy, Uncle Gary ran off to work as a
rodeo clown, and s\\e doesnt "H‘\ihk \we’s comiha
back qhy‘h'me soon.

At first Dad was MAD, because he's o\lways
Cledhihs up Uncle Gary’s messes. But Mom said the
camper Van was the solution to our )nolic}ay \)ro{>|ems.
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Mom said the reason holido\ys are so expensive
is because staying in hotels and eating at
restaurants cost a lot of mohey. She said the
camper Van would +ake care of BOTH +hose
ﬂ\ihss.

Then DAD started se‘l"h'ha excited. He said we
could hit the open road and stop for the night
whenever we FELT like i+, and we could cook for

ourselves, too.

All T know is me and my brothers were so )\aﬂ)y
for the chance o 3e+ out of Gramma's basement
+hat we Probo\bly would Ve agreed +o ANYTHING.
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Mom say’s we |l have a lot of adventures aloh3 +he
way, and now I™ se‘H'ihs kind of excited about
+his +r‘i\> , too.

Th fact, Thm ac+ua||7/ starting to feel a little

bad for ROWLEY. Because, while he’s stuck in a
{)orihg museum oh the other side of the world, T
gonha be of f doiha SOmeﬂ\iha reo\||7/ WILD.
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For ﬂ\e \)dS+ two days, we Ve been 3e++ih3 ready
for our \-\oliday. And T'm a little worried that
Moms )no‘)ihs to turn this into an educational trip.
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But, believe me, +the LAST ﬂ\ihs Tm \)|ahhih5
on cloihs 1S o\hy LEARNING.
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Wedhes&ax
'ﬂm’s mor‘hihs we went o -H\e srocery store ahc}

stocked vp onh food for the +r‘i\>. ﬂ\eh we went to
the camping superstore to get eVeryH\ihs ELSE

were gonhha heed.

T was ‘Jre++>/ excited, because weVe never o\c-l'uaH)/
BOUGHT ahy-ﬂ\ihs at the camPihS store before.
Dad uvsed to take me and Rodrick there when we
were little, but +that was Just o kill time on a
Sa‘l'urc{a)/ morning.
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When we got to the store +ocla7, Dad went
around and Picked up Some basic sup\alies, like
lanterns and flasks and camping chairs.

But T went S‘h’o\is*ﬁ +o the section of +he store
with the \-\is‘-\—ehd gear. Becauvse T fa’sure if we're
really doiha +his +)nih3 Tm gonha want to be
COMFORTABLE.

B |
= | GLAMPING

T \)icked out an inflatable \)ull-ou+ sofa and \wikiha
boots with little fans buil+ into the heels, Plus
a SOIar-\)owerecl blender that can make a c)nerry

slushie in -Hwiriy seconds.
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Dad said those ‘H\ihss werent for SERIOUS
campers, +)nou3\-\, and made me \Du+ them back.

Dad said we're gohna “live off 4he land” as much
as Vossible on this trip, and he \)icked out a few
-(is\’\ihs rods. Well, 1 dont know about ahyohe
else, but the ohly fish Tl eat comes in the s)wa‘)e

of a STICK.
G—=
= %} 2

Mdhh)/ and Rodrick 9ot really excited about the
idea of cq+c\'\ih3 our owh fooci, So ‘H’\ey went off o

find their OWN gear.

_| [@ed =3
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But Mom s+0\>\>ecl them before ‘H\ey could get too

carried away.

~—jm
——
l <=
e

Rodrick was ?reﬁy c}iSo\PPoihi'ecl. T guess he was
quhhihg on doihs some +r0\>\-\)/ \wh’rihs while we
were on our +ri‘>, and was \woPihs to decorate the
kitchen when our house is finished.
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After Dad was done shoP\)ihs, he was ready to
check out. But T think Mom was nervous that we
weren+ se‘H'ihS +he rig*ﬁ kind of equi?meh‘f , SO
she asked a salesperson to look over our stuff and

see if we had eVer)/+)nih5 we heeded.

Well, +his auy mustVe been a wilderness survival
expert or 50me+)nih3, because he had a LOT 4o
say. And none of i+ made me feel confident about
going oh a co\m\)iha +ri\>.

The salesman said the number-one -H\iha we needed
to worry about was BEARS, because +here are

a ton of them in the \)lo\ces we were going. But
he said there were a few +)nih35 we could do o
protect ourselves, Just in case.
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The salesman said the first +)nih3 we nheeded to
remember was +o always tie vp our +rash and ho\hs
i in a tree so it would be out of reach for bears.
Then he said if we REALLY wanted to be safe we
should buy a jug of wolf urine and spray it around

our camp eVery his}ﬁ, because it scares bears off.

j: tried o imo\sihe w}'\ose Job it is to COLLECT
wolf urine, and T Promisecl myself T4 start
getting better Sro\des in school so it doesnt end

up {)eihs ME.
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The salesman said the other +)nih3 we had o
worry about was buss like moSquH'oes and ticks )

so we should o\lways put on \7|eh+>/ of bus spray.

T was +o+a||>/ on board with THAT idea, because
one time Albert So\hcly +told everyone at our lunch

+able about this kid who fell o\s|eeP outside and got
sucked DRY by a mosquito. And that sounds like a

\vre‘Hy bad way ‘o 90 ‘o me.

T was starting to get a little hervous when the
salesman told us eVery-I'\-\ihS ELSE we needed. He
said we had to have a first-aid kit in case someone
30+ thureJ, and w«ﬁer\)roof matches in case our

gear 30+ wet.
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Plus, we needed a compass if we got lost, o
snakebite kit if someone 30+ bi—Heh, and a flare
agun if +)nih35 REALLY 3o+ bad.

B)/ the time we \)qid, T was a little shook vp.
Ah&, T have o o\JmH', Gramma’s basement didn+
seem so | ERRIBLE any more.
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T think the guy at the camping store stressed
Dad out, because after we \Daid for all the stuff
we kind of rus)necl out of +)nere. Ahd we were
\-\alfway home before realizihs Rodrick was missing,

and we had to 90 BACK.

ik

A1[+er +¥m+, we drove to Gammie's house to ‘)ick
Up Uncle Gary’s camper van. T guess Dad had

I |
HAMMOCKS
@

‘H‘\ouax'\‘l' it was ‘>re++>/ much reo\d)/ to 90, but i+
was a total MESS inside.

T remember Dad telling me +hat when Uncle Gary
got his first car he used 4o kee\) a bunch of
so\rbo\ge inside so no one would STEAL i+. Well,
T think Uncle Gary had the same idea when i+

came to Hs camper van.
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We spent the whole afternoon cleahihs it out, and
T wouldn* have been +oo svrvrised if we'd ac’rua“y
found Uncle Gary buried somewhere underneath all

that trash.

33

40



Once we got the Juhk out of there, we were
-fiha“)/ able to take a 300& look around the camper
van. T could see how Uncle Gary was able to live
in there for two years, because it had eVeryﬂ\ihs

a \)erSOh cou|c} NEED

There was a stove, a sink, a kitchen table and

a little refrisera-ror. Plus, there was a bathroom
with a shower in it, and some extra Space above the
cabin for s|eePih3.

We scrubbed eVeryH-\ihS dowr\, but each time

we +)nous¥\+ we were finished cleahihg wed find
Some‘ﬂ'\ihs else Uncle Gary had lef+ behind.
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Ahd ]: dont mean to be rude or ahy‘l'\\ihs, but
T sen’ously }xo\)e Uncle Gary has boug\w-r hew

uhderwear since )ne moVe& out.

After Gammie 9ave us some sandwiches to take
with us, we hit the road.
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When we started off, Dad was SUPER excited
about the camper van. He said since he could work
cm)/w)nere he wanted now, we could live on +he
road until our house was f:’his}xed, and maybe even

LONGER.

Then Mom chimed in. She said we could travel
around the couh‘l'r)/ and record our adventures )
then become one of those families who gets famous
on the Thnternet.

Gottm Arou ncl

f .
Th"ifhur:rrlfzvs'

@ LIKE l SUBSCRIBE |

T was ac+uq||>/ starting to get into +he whole
camper |ifes+>/|e, to0.
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MOS‘H)’ T Just ‘Hnous}ﬁ it was cool that T could

use the toilet while we were cruising down the

)nis}\way.

o =

The ohly -H\ihs T didn* like about Uncle Gary’s
camper Van was that it didnt have seat belts in
+he |ivih3 area, which was a Problem whenever Dad

hit the brakes.
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When traffic slowed down, Mom let Mdhh)/ sit
in the front seat so he could feel like he was
"&riviha". But T +hink she realized it was a

mistake when he started |d>/ih3 into +the horn.

T+ was cool beihs out on the open road and all,
but after a while eVery‘H\ihs started to kind of
look +he same. So me and Rodrick went on our
so\clse‘!'s to pass the time.

Af‘l’er an hour or so, Mom said wed had ehouS"\
screen time for the clay and we needed 4o be off

our electronics.
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Usvally when Mom +ells us weve had ehoush screen
time, we |l take a break. But as soon as she stops
paying attention we |l get ria)n‘t back on. And
after a while she'll get tired of fis\ﬁihs us and
Just give vp, which is what we -H\oua)n‘l' would

)na\a\)eh +oclq7'.

l"l' turned out Mom wasn+ messihs around on ‘H\is
+ri\>. When we 30+ back on our clevices, she ‘>u+
them in a clear \)|qs+ic box that had a timer on top.
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ﬂ\e second ]: Saw +)na+ ‘H‘\ihs I knew w)na-l- it
was, because T'd seen the ads in one of Moms

\Dareh-h'hs mo\sazihes.

THE

UAULT

END | @ | FITS

SCREEN PHONES
TIME AND
DEBATES // Z || MoST

FOR TABLETS!
Goop! ﬁ
NS SET TIMER FROM
BULLETPROOF 10 MINUTES TO
GLASS 10 YEARS!

Mom set the timer for two hours ) then went back
+o her seat in the front. Whoever made +hat
+Hh3 knew what +)ne>/ were c}oiha, because me
and Rodrick couldnt fisure out how to crack it.
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Mom handed us some activities she'd created for the
trip and said +\\e>/ should kee\) us busy for a while.
But i+ wasnt that much fun \Dlo\yihs Wildlife Bihso
when we couldn* even ic}eh-h'f)/ half +he animals we
saw along the side of the road.

— { m— |
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After another hour or 4wo of driviha, Mom and
Dad started |oo‘<ih3 for \>|o\ces to stop.
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T‘nere were some sishs for “scenic o\-H'rac-l'iohs“,
so Dad \Dulled over at the exit for a \')lace called
CulPe\)\)er’s Ravine.

Mom got all excited because she said we were like

exvlorers who were about to see SOmeﬂ-\ihs new.
But uhfor‘l'uha‘l'el)/ some OTHER ex\>|orers beat us
to it.

—"

We couldnt find dhy \)arkihs, so we had to move
qlohs. And i+ was the exact same s+or>/ for the
next three \)lqces we tried to stop.
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T know T should feel |uck>/ to be alive at a time
w)neh +)nere's moderh medicihe ahd smar+wa+c)nes
and \Deahu+-{>u++er-1[i||ed \Dre+ze|s. But sometimes

T wish T was born a little SOONER so T had a
chance +o ac+ua||>/ DISCOVER someﬂ\ihs.

Because w%eh you find Someﬂ'\ihs new +¥\e>/ NAME
it after you.

But by how eVerer)nihs worth finding has o\lready

been JiscoVerec}.
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And you wouldn+ really waht your hame oh any of
the stuff that's lef+ over.

One +ime +he \Dldhe+drium in our towh had a
fuhc}rqiser, and if you Pou'cl ten bucks you’cl 3e+

a certificate that said a ‘)|o\he+ N Some fo\rqwqy
30\|dx>/ was hamed after you. So Mom Po\icl the ten
bucks, and T still have the certificate hqhaihg on
the wall in ry bedroom.

L1

Planet H1-B9932
in the Ursirus Galaxy
will hereby be known as

PLANET GREG

[l

11

51



But when Mom filled out the form T wish she'd
put ry first AND last name on it. Because now
some random Grea could get to my \Dlahe‘l' before

T do and say its HIS.

Dad said our mistake was that we were going

to \)lo\ces everyone knew about, and if we got
off the main road we mis\ﬁ' find SOme-I'Hhs
SPECIAL.

So we took a detour and keP-I' our eyes \)eelecl
for o\hy-ﬂ\ihs tha+ looked like it was worth
s+0\>\>ih3 for.
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Ahc}, sure ehous)n, after we took a few more
turns, we found a crys+a|-c|ear lake with hoboc}y

else in SIGHT.

m..._xmmmm

MM

The a.r—cohdﬁnohmg in Uncle Go\rys camper Vah

washt workuha, and everyohe was ready to cool
off. So we 30+ into our swimmih3 gear and took a
di\) in the lake.
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T+ 4ook a second before T realized SOmeﬂ\ihs
wash+ RIGHT. T noticed a million S‘wimmerihs

ob Jec+s Jus+ beneath the surface, and my mind
went rish‘l' t+o PIRANHAS. T'm \)re‘H')/ sure

eVeryohe ELSE’S c}ic}, +too.
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T was almost at the shore when T felt a bunch
of ‘h'h)/ mouths NIBBLING me.

\W2 LN My

./\/-‘ ’-\-—-\
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T ﬂxous}ﬁ' T was beihs eaten ALIVE. And
{Dy the time T made it out of the water T was
svr\)riseé to be in one \Diece.

Or ALMOST in one piece. T had a scab on ry
knee when T 30+ into the water, but by the +ime
T got out it was +o+d“>/ \Dickecl CLEAN.

Just then a truck Pu“ec} Up, and the two guys
inside |oo’<eci ANGRY.

....mmmmmmuum

wgi( ““Oo—i_—_
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That's when we found out the lake we were
swimmihs in was a FISH HATCHERY.

T +hink those guys were about 4o call +he cops
on us for TRESPASSING, and we didnt wanna
stick around 4o find out. So we ‘Jilecl into the
camper Vah and Dad s+e\>‘>e& on the 9as.

t142 NROOM___ \if j)4

NO
TRESPASSING

S
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ﬂ\e hext time Mom makes fish for dihher, T
c}e{ihi‘fdy gonha check +)ne \Dackase ‘o see w}\ere
‘l‘}\ey came from first.

ﬂ\e crazy +)nih5 S, +)ne fis)n )na+c)ner7/ wash + +\-\e
LAST \>|ace we got chased away from +oda>/. We

tried Parkihs -H-\e camper Vah in a meadow So we

could get out and ehJoy the view while we ate, but
it turned out to be 50me{>od>/’s FARM.

We -fiha“)/ found a field that didn+ look like it
{)e|oh3ecl to anyone, so that's where we s+0\>‘>ec}

for the his\'\‘h
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The slee?ihs situation wasnt great. The kitchen
table converted into a BED, which is where Mom
and Dad sle\>+.

T wasnt crazy about the idea of eq+ih9 break fast
off +he spot where Dad sle‘>+ in his boxer shorts.

T had 4o share the loft+ above the cabin with
Ro&rick, which wasnt much of an imProvemeh‘l’ on

our deal in Gramma’s basement.
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The ohly person who had any space to himself was
Mo\hh)/. He'd turned one of the cabinets in +he
kitchenette into a little apartment, and his set-vp
was o\c+ua||>/ pretty SWEET.

— )

CLICK

S

While Mom and Dad were getting reo\cly for bed,
T found out a major downside of +he camper Van.
The bathroom walls were paper thin, and with
+he engine off you could hear EVERYTHING
\-\o\‘)\)ehihs in there. And , trust me, no kid wants
+o hear his mother's bathroom noises.

ANY THING
THAT'S HAPPENING )
S RIGHT NOW
f
53\3% LA LA LA LA!
(U] (0]
Ne————1
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Thersday
T+ turns out the place we stopped for the night

was a Pubh’c \Dark. Litte Leaaue practice started
first thing in the morning, and we were \aarked
ris*ﬁ over the \>i+c¥\er’s mound.

Luckily, we were able to take off before some kid
broke a tail light with a direct hit.

Mom said she didnt want a repeat of )/es-l'ercla)/
and asked everyohe +o think of SOmeﬂ-\ihS we could
do that was suaro\h‘!’eecl FUN. And that's when
T remembered a billboard T saw the dqy before.
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The billboard was for +his \>|o\ce called +he Family
Adventure Centre. Usua”)/, whenever the word
ufamil)/" IS \Dar‘f of 50me+)nih3, its a warhiha to

s+a7/ away. But the \)id'ures on the sigh made me

think +his \)lace could be DIFFERENT.

We had 4o backtrack about two hours to find ‘H\e
adventure centre, but it didnt reo\lly matter since

we weren+ rea"y headed o\hyw\\ere to besih with.

T have o say, this \)lace was pretty cool. There
were a million activities, and T wanted o do them

ALL.
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But eVeryﬂxihs }\ad ah age and *\eis‘n-l' rec‘uiremeh-l',
and Manhy wasnt tall enough to do any GOOD

activities.

DA
Wdﬁ

MOUNTAIN
» | _BIKE
' CENTRE

s/ "You

1/ musr e
- | THIS TALL
1\ 10 RIDEY"

The onl achvd')/ Mo\hhy was bns ehoush for was
+he Fuh ﬂo:ﬁ where you drifted down the river in
inher tubes. So that's what Mom siahed us up for.

INNER TUBE
RENTALS
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T rea”y wanted to do SOmeﬂ\ihS more exciting,
like rock c|im{>ih3, but Mom was dead set on us all
doihs 50me+)nih3 as a -Fo\mﬂ?/.

Mom said the Fun Float would be RELAXING,
and after we put on our life J'acke‘l's we srqb{)ed

the cooler and a few other +)nihss from the
camper van to take wH'\-\ uS on +\-\e river.

After our experience with the fish farm )/es+ercla>/,
T wasnt crazy about getting into +he water
again. But there were a bunch of other ‘Deoyle
doih& the Fun Floa‘l', ‘oo, and T -Fiaurecl if there
were any Virah%ds in the river ‘Hwe)/'d 90 for THEM
before +¥\ey’cl go for ME.
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T have o admit that once we 30+ soihg it
WAS kind of re|axih3. l"\aybe even a little TOO
relaxing. Rodrick fell aslee\), while Dad answered

work emails and Mom checked in with Mdhh)l)S
doctor.

HIS STOOLS SEEM A

LITTLE RUNNY. SHOULD
I ADD MORE FIBRE TO
W HIS DIET?
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So no one was really defhs attention when we
hit a shallow part in +he river and came to a
comP|e+e STOP. We had 4o take our tubes out

of the water, and it wasnt fun walkihs across a

bunch of s\\o\r? rocks in our bare feet.

Once the river got cleePer , we put the tubes

back in the water. But my inner 4ube mustve got
\)uhc+urecl in the shallow part, because it was |osih3
air. So T ook T"\o\hhy’s tube, and we em\>+ied the
ice out of the cooler so he could use THAT.
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T +)nou3)n+ +he +ri\> was gohha +ake +weh+7/
minutes, but it had already been two HOURS,
with ho end in si3¥\+. And we recA||7/ slowed down
when we got stuck behind a bis group of \Deovle
Jammihs up the river.

_gm“‘w“‘w Tk

—_———

I \WH' a warm sPo+ n +\-\e water, and I’Ve been in
ehoush {)dby Poo|s to know what THAT meant. So
when the river got wider T Vddc“ecl my tube around
those 9uys to +r>/ Yo get out of their wake.

ﬂé,,ﬁmé

oPLISH

———
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'
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Uhfor-l'uha‘fel)/, T went a little too far and ended
up n a \)dl’"" of +’ne river w)nere -H'\e water was

really ROUGH. And a few seconds later T got

tossed from my inner tube.

T+ was qc+ua||7' \Dre++>/ SCARY. The water was
movihs fast, so T \)oihﬁ'ecl my feet downstream to
make sure T didnt crack my head opeh oh a rock.

T called out for HELP, but the PeoPle around me
had their music vp too loud to even notice.
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T"\)/ family tried to save me, but it turns out
+\’\e>/)re +o+o\||)/ useless ih an emergency.
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U\) ahead, \aeoﬂe were \Dullihs their inher tubes
out of the river in the |ahdih3 area, so L tried

to Padc“e m7ISe|1[ over there.

But the water was movihs too fast, and T was
getting \)ullec} downstream. l"\y fqmily got out
of the river, and Dad was 7/e||ih3 and pointing
at someﬂ-\ihs hear me. ’ﬂ-\eﬁ"s w}weh I Sow a
{353 branch ‘wo\h\gihs out over the water, and T
srdb{)eci it.
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For a second T +)nou3¥\+ eVery-l-Hhs was Soihs to be
OK. T}\eh ]: hO‘h'ced $ome+¥\ih3 c}r‘if‘l'ihs dway from
me and realized it was my SWIMMING SHORTS.

e =
LN ‘@

A |i1[e9uo\rJ from the adventure centre started
wadihs out towards me wi-H-\ a float. Ahd ]: knew

df T Jus+ ke‘rf \-\o\hgihs on to that branch shed
RESCUE me.

VAR VRY, Mo Ve Vi

— ~ Yo" (S oD
==

e U A R

’____‘_______\/\/\\__/__

But all T could think of were the people in +he
lahclihg area who were about 4o see me without
my Swimming shorts. And Rodrick was alrea&y
recorc}iha me with his \)}\ohe.
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So T decided the best move was +o let GO and
take my c}mhces.

Luckily, the water wasn+ as rocky downstream,
but it was still moVing fas+. By the 4ime T was
able to clro\a myself on 1o the shore, T mustve
been a quarter of a mile from +he |dhclih3 area.
And T never did find my Swimming shorts, but
ﬂwhk{u“y T found the COOLER.
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Fridax
Las+ h.'3¥\+ everyohe in my rrami|>/ asreed +hat our
trip was off 0 a \Dre‘Hy terrible start. But we

couldnt decide what 4o do NEXT.

T ‘Hwous\ﬁ we should Just admit this trip was a
MISTAKE and 90 back to Gramma's. But Dad

said we couldnt turn round now because we hadn+

done any actuval CAMPING yet.

Dad said there was a hational forest a few hours
away and if we co\mved there we could stay in one
‘)lo\ce for the rest of the trip and relax for a
change.

NATIONAL

FOREST
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T wasn+ crazy about soihs off on our own, bt T
knew how the rest of the summer was gonha ?lay

out if we went back +o0 Gramma’s basement now.

I didnt feel sreo\+ about cam‘>ih3 n 'H-\e wilclerhess,
but Dad said, if we got into any trouble, there
were rangers who could help vs out. And that made
me feel a little better.

So we spent +he hi3¥x+ in the car \)ark of the
adventure centre, and first +\-\ih3 in the morhihs
we headed for the national forest.
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The ranger at the entrance told us it hadn+
rained in a few weeks, so the risk of fire was really
\\igh. Then she gave Dad a map and a \mmPHe-t
with ‘h'\)s on how o camp r‘eS\)thiH)/.

The forest was bis, so it took a while for us to
get fo our \)Hc\-\. And we didn* see a sihsle Kuman
beiha on our way .

The PH’C\-\ was ac+uo\||)/ really nice. There was a

lot of space for the camper van, and we were
rie\vl' hext to a little stream. After we set up our
hammock and c)nairs, we kickec} back ahcl en Joyed

beihs out in nature.
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At least MOST of us did. After a few minutes,
Mom asked what our "\vlo\h“ was, and Dad said this
WAS +the ?lah.

g\.\‘;_ .

B

P BLEEP
! I g
-\,

—"\/-"' W W N =

M M i W

oW % R

O

Mom said we couldnt Jus+ sit around all cldy, and
we heeded +o do SOme+)nih3 ACTIVE like go on a

hature hike or some+)nih3.

But that sounded like a lot of work to us 9uys,
eS\)ecially after a long drive. So Mom said if we
were all gohha laze around she was gohha \)U“’ our
electronics in the Vault for the rest of +he trip.
Ahci ‘H‘\d‘l’ was ehoush o 3e+ uS movihs.
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Mom Pullec} out +he map and found a trail that
was heo\rby. Ahc} before we hea&ed off on ‘H\e
hike, she +old everyohe +o Aill up our flasks and
put on bus spray. But T was a lot more worried

about BEARS +han buss.

I remembered ‘H\o\‘f +)ne 9vy at +\-\e cam?ihs store
said if 7lou saw a bear out in hature +\\e best ‘H-\ihs

you could do was make noise to scare it away.

Luckily, Uncle quy lef+ some pots and pans
under the sink in the camper van. But T wasnt
gonna wait until we SPOTTED a bear o start
makihs a racket.

N N Fetine
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EVeryohe 30+ o\hhoyed wi+)n me \are-Hy quick, and
Mom +old me T needed o take the cookware back
+o the camper van.

She said T could catch up with them further down
the trail, and T was o\c+uo\||>/ fine with that,
because that stuff was ‘)re‘H)/ \weaVy, anyway. Plus,

T was s+o\r+ih3 to wonder if +he noise m69\~\+

ac+ua||)/ ATTRACT bears, because whenever T
hear \7°+S and pans T'm +\-\ihkih3 DINNER.

After T \)u+ +he cookware back in the camper
vah, L turned round and got back on the trail.
T thought if T hurried i+ might take me ten
minutes 4o reconnect with everyone. But then T

ran into a PROBLEM.
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The trail SPLIT, and T didnt know which way
my -Family went.

T fisurecl the odds were 50-50, so T headed
LEFT. But T walked for a long ime without
'Fihdiha them and -Fiaurecl T mustve \)ickec} +he
wrohg ‘mﬂ-\. So T went back to the Place where
the fork in the trail was, and thats where T hit
ANOTHER snag.

T was all 4urned round and couldn® remember
which \)aﬂ-\ was the one T hadnt taken )/e+ and
which one led back +o +he camper van. And T
couldnt tell which was which because, o me, every

tree and rock looked +he SAME.

n
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That's when T started o get WORRIED. T
remembered -H\e auy at +\-\e cam\)iha store sayiha

+hat sometimes bears will use human trails because
it's easier +than walkiha +\-\rou3)n the brush. So T
rea“)/ didnt feel sood about \-\ahgiha out in the
middle of an INTERSECTION.

Tve read that a bear’s sense of smell is a +housand

times better than a humans. So, when T \)u“ecl
out the container of |i‘> balm T had in my Pocke‘l',
T Vrad’ically started \\yver\/eh‘ﬁlaﬁhs.

uONEUR
0 O
LIP BALM

T decided 4o get off +the trail, which turned out
to be a dumb move. Because once T was off the
‘)o\‘H\ T couldnt find my way BACK.

M)/ mind started racing, and T ‘Hwous\'ﬁ' about
what would )r\d\)\)eh £ T was lost for GOOD.
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T Ve read stories about human beihss who got cut
off from civilization and were raised by WOLVES.
T didnt know if there were any wolves in this

forest, but there were \Dleh+>/ of SQUIRRELS.

Luckily » My -(o\mﬂ)/ found me before ‘H\ihgs could
3e+ oo crazy. Because in another hour or two T
mish‘l"\le been too far gone.
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When we got back 4o camp, Mom asked Rodrick +o
check me for ticks, since T'd been off the trail.
He looked me over and told me T had a HUGE
+ck rish‘f in the middle of ry back.

N %
3 1

Rodrick said +\-\e tick mustve been on me for

a while, because it looked like it was about +o

BURST. Ahd T almost \DdSSecl out when he
showed me the F:’d’ure he +ook on his ‘ﬂ-\ohe.

7
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T+ turns ovt it was just a JOKE, and the
picture was SOme+)nih5 Rodrick found online. But,
even after T KNEW it was a Joke, T still felt
like 50me+¥\ih3 was in the middle of my back for
the rest of +he Jo\y.

Mom said eVeryohe should +ake a shower , Since it
had been 4wo days and we were starting to stink.
Rodrick went first, and he was in there for at
least half an hour. So, when it was ry turn,
there was no hot water lef+.

Dad checked the propane +ahk and said it was

em?+>/ which meant i+ was cold showers from

now on. No one was \'\d\)\)y about +hat, esPecially
MOM.
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T hoticed it was really starting to SMELL in
+he {)aﬂ\room, so T told Dad. He said the reason
it stank was because we hadn+ em\)+ied out the
sewage +ank ye’r.

|
Tk

To be honest with you, T didn* even THINK
about what }\o\\)‘)ehed to our waste in there.

Back home, when you flush the toilet, eVery‘l')nihs
gets masicany whisked away +o’ some faraway
\>|ace. But in a camper Van youre ac-l'ually carryihs

that stuff around WITH you.

Tf T had known that before\mhcl, T'm not sure
T would've agreeé ‘o go on +his +ri\>.
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Now T was s+ar+ih3 to worry about what
}\a\)\vehed if +the +ank OVERFLOWED. So +oda7/,
whenever someone looked like +\-\e)/ heeded +o 90
number two, T4 +r>/ to +alk them into +akih3 it
somewhere ELSE.

/B
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T guess T should be sra+e1[u| we live in a time
when 4oilets even EXIST. Rodrick told me +hat
+he auy who invented the f |us)nih3 toilet was

hamed ﬂ\omas Cra\)\)er. Ahd T dont know if
that's trve or if its another one of his Jokes.

Tfits TRUE, T \\ove that auy made a ton of
money. Becavse T wouldnt want a bocly function
named after ME.

YO, I'™M GONNA
TAKE A GREG!

Dad got a fire going and cooked some beef stew.
He was gohna serve baked beans +o g0 with i1,
but Rodrick left the can too close to the fire,
and +that was the end of THAT.
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Af-l'er dihher, we tied up our +ras¥\ and hois+ed it
in a tree with a rope, like +he auy at the camping
store told us to. T frisured if any bear was smart
ehoug\'\ o 3e+ at our +ras)n, then -H-\e)/ deserved
+o have i+.




By how it was dark out, and Mom said we should
turn in for the night. But Dad said the best part
of cam\)ihg was sitting round the cam?fire under
+he s+tars.

ﬂ\a+ 30‘!‘ Mom all EXCITED ahc} S}\e ‘h"iec} Yo se‘l'
us to join in oh a sohg +hat she said she learned
at summer camp when she was a kid. But the res+
of us arent real bi3 oh Siha-alohss, so we just
waited for Mom o wrap it vp.

i
THERE'S A HOLE Y
IN MY BUCKET,
DEAR LIZA,
DEAR LIZA . ..

a2

After that, Dad {)rouSH' out some marshmallows,
and we found some |oh3 sticks.
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While we were r‘oo\s+ih3 our marshmallows over the
fire, Dad got all serious. He told us that a |oh3
+ime ago he went Cdm‘)ihs with his c}a&, and

+)ne>/’cl met a crusty old ranger who told them a

crazy s+or>/.

The ranger said he used 4o have a beasle hamed
Matilda, and shed follow him wherever he'd 9o
But then this one hi3¥\+ +he ranger made a
FIRE, and he saw a weird creature with glowing
red eyes prowling around the edae of the camp.
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Matilda chased after the creature, and the ranger
tracked her deep into the woods. But the oh|>/
trace of the 403 was her broken collar |7/ih3 on the

Dad said that every hia\-rl' +he ranger would sleeP
in his cabin alohe, hoping Matilda would find her
way back 4o Nim. Ahcl on hisM's Jus+ like +oh:'3\-\+,
w\\eh ﬂ'\ere was a crescent mooh, he'd \weo\r +)ne

how! of a beo\sle deeP in the woods.
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Mom wash+ )na\?\?y with Dad for +e|lih3 that story
because l"\ahhy seemed reo\lly shook vp- And, to be
honest, T was a litte S\Dookec}, too.

’ﬂ\eh I \wear& a sound comihs from c}ee\) n ‘H\e
woods that made my heart STOP.

For a S‘)|H’ second T ‘H‘\oua\’\‘l' i+ was the 3‘\05'1’ of
Matilda. But then T realized Rodrick was missing,
and the whole +)nih3 was ohe biﬁ Joke Dad and
Rodrick were Vlo\yihs on the rest of us.
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But it kind of BACKFIRED. Because, when
Rodrick howled, Mahhy JUMPED. And that's
how Dad ended up with a f|amih9 marshmallow
stuck 1o his knee.

T think Dad was about to dive in the stream +o
\)u+ out 'H\e -fire, but |ucki|>/ Rodrick remembered
where we ke\rl' the fire ex+ih3uis)ner.
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Mom started giving Dad a lecture about why you

should never scare \')EO\‘)'C, but she got cut off b)/
weir‘cl noises comiha from +)ne forest. A+ first I
ﬂ'\ous}\‘l' it mish‘l' be another J OKE, but the look
in Dad's and Rodrick's eyes told me i+ WASN'T.

Whatever was out there sounded BIG and was
comiha our way. So we Piled into ‘Hwe camper van

and locked +he door behind us.
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Sure ehous}x, it was a BEAR. But it wasnt after
our trash, it was after the BAKED BEANS.

[

Vo W

Once the bear was done |ickih3 the beans off the
camper Vah, it wanted MORE. And T wish T
could say we s+o\>/ec} calm, but T4 be lyiha.
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Dad climbed into the driver’s seat to get us OUT
of +)nere, but the keys were b)/ the fire. Ahd
when the bear started rockiha +he camper vah, T
ﬂ\ous)n-l' i+ was OVER for us.

T guess Mo\hhy did, +oo, because he mo\ho\sed to
scramble out of a window and get up on the ROOF.
And he took the flare gun WITH Kim.
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Sa+urdax

Las+ hia)n-f, +he |i3)n+ from the flare scared off
-H\e beo\r, so w)neh -H\e ranger arrived at our
\DH’C\'\, we didn+ rea“y need to be RESCUED
any more. By then, our bisses-l' Problem was the
marshma“ow burh on Pdc},S khee.

The ranger said it was +o+o\||>/ reckless for us to
shoot off +hat flare, because it couldVe started a
forest fire. ’ﬂweh s}\e said we were gonha have o

leave +he ‘mrk first thing in the morning,
Well, that was fine with ME. We lasted one his\ﬁ'

in the wilderness, and T didn+ think we could
survive ANOTHER.
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When we lef+ the quk +his morhing, T was reall)/

|ookih3 forward to getting back to Gramma's

basement. T knew wed have Pleh’ry of Kot water
and no BEARS.

But Mom wasn+ reo\dy to go back Nome Just 7/e+.
She said the reason we had a bad time camping

was because we were too ISOLATED, and if we
went to a Place where there were other PEOPLE
wed have more fun.

Mom told us shed heard of these campsites where
ﬂ'\ey have all sorts of activities for families, and

eVery'l')nihS you need is in ohe \)lace.
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Then she started |ookih3 up hearby campsites and
found one that had \>o+eh-h'a|.

Welcome lo Parnadide. .

4 9

————e

LUXURY CAMPSITE

42 acres of well-manicured
grounds just off the highway

Accommodations for all

budgets!
AFFORDABLE FAMILY FUN! |  swimming pool
PET FRIENDLY!

What causk‘l' my eye was the word uluxury". After
aetting a taste of “real” camping, T was reQJy for
SOme‘H’\ihs a little more UPMARKET.

90

97



I knew from Suhday sc*xoo| ‘H'\d'l' "Edeh" was
ahoﬂ\er word for Paradise, So +ha+ souhde&
\Dr‘omisihs.

ﬂwe way T remember it ) Ac}am and Eve 30+ kicked
out of the Garden of Eden because one of them
was +em‘>+ecl 1o eat an aP‘Jle from o forbidden tree.

T i+ was ME, T wouldn* have given up \Do\radise
for a ‘)iece of fruit. T+ wouldve had to have been
for 50me+)nih5 GOQOD, like CAKE.
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T+ took us most of +he Jay to get to Co\mPers’

E den. But, when we crossed the bridse and 3°+
our first look at the ?lace, T could see w\wy +)ne7/
named i+ the way +)ne7l did.
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We Pulle& vp to the |odae and went inside, where
a member of staff +old us about all the awesome
stuff ﬂ\ey had at the campsite, like a games room
and a \Dool and sahd\)i‘l's, \Dlus a lake with canoes

dhd kayaks.

—

There was also a shower block where you could
take a hot s\\ower, which was +he +)nih3 MOM

was most excited about.

What T liked was that each \)H'c\-\ had its own

sewer \wook-uP. T‘ne ihsi&e of our camPer vah was
starting to smell like a mohkey house, and T was

rea“y |ookih3 forward to our sewage tank getting
-Hus\-\ed out.
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Mom told the member of staff wed like a \>i+c¥\
with a lake view. But the woman told Mom that

\Deoyle booked those WAY ahead of time, and that
the ohly spots lef+ were in the econormy lot.

€&— HIGHWAY

MAIN  CAMP
LODGE STORE

RECREATION
FIELD

T quess Mom was focused on that hot shower,
so she said wed take whatever -H\e)/ HAD. And,
after we \)o\id up for the week, we drove our
camper Van down the hill 4o find our PH’c\-\.

The further down the hill we went, the smaller
+he \)H'c)nes got. And when we found our spo‘!'

Dad could bo\rely {it the camper Vanh oh to the
concrete \)d&.

i
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After we Parke&, Mom unloaded the camping
chairs while Dad tried +o figure out how to flush
+he sewage tank. T wanted to be as far awdy as
Possible when he got THAT process started, so

T +old Mom and Dad T was gohha go off and
ex‘>|ore the campsite.

— 1)
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I wanted to c}\eck out ‘er games room, so ‘H\a‘l”s
w}\ere I went first. T‘nere were a few arcac}e
machines in there, but hoﬂ'\ihs T was rea“)/

interested in \Dlayihs.

ﬂ-\ey had a Pool table, but from what T could +ell
it didnt have any actual BALLS.
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T checked out +he swimming \vool next, and that
was kind of a disa\)\)oih‘tmeh‘t, too. T+ was full of
little kids, and their parents werent even kee\)ihs
ah eye oh them.

‘\\owado\ys, kids wear these ﬂoa+y vests, so ‘H\ey
don* even have to learn how 1o swim. T+s not

like when T was growing up, when you had 4o
learn the HARD way.
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Some of the little kids drifted out into the dee\)
end, which was a \Droblem because \DeoPIe were doihs

cannonballs off the Hs)n board.
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There was no |i1[e3uard on du+>/, So everyohe was

\)re‘H')/ muc"\ doih& w)na-l'eVer ‘H‘\ey WANTED.

T didnt really feel safe going in the ‘>oo|, so 1T
decided o relax in the hot 4ub instead. But that's
when T found out that this Plo\ce wash+ Jokihs
around about the "‘)e'i'-friehc}ly" ‘H‘\ihs.
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There was a snack shack in the \>oo| area, and the
lavndrette and shower block were close by.

T wanted 1o kill a little more time before T went
back to our camper Van in case Dad wasnt done
emptying out +he sewage tank. So T ex?lorecl some
of the other ‘Ji‘fc}\es +o see what ‘H\ey were like.

ﬂ\e hicest ones were the deluxe \)H'c)nes +hat
overlooked the stream. Those People had satellite
dishes and fahcy BBQs, and +\-\e>/ had actual
LAWNS that they took care of.

St cHik
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T could tell the deluxe campsite Peovle didnt like
usS ecohomy guys )nahsihs around -H\eir \aroPer-h'es,
+)nou3)n, so L didnt stick around |oh3.
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The spots further down the hill werent as
nice, but each row was kind of like its own little
heis‘\bour‘woocl.

One of the rows had a bunch of older People
n t, so Tm suessihs that was the area for
retirees. A few rows down were {amilies with

little kids.
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Some of the rows had THEMES, and Peo\ale went
kind of crazy with the decorations.
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A few ‘>eo‘>|e didnt have full-sized camper Vans,
and T felt grateful that Uncle Gary hadn't left
us one of THOSE instead.
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Some other people didnt have camper vans at
ALL. There was one area +hat looked like i+ had
a full mo+orc7lc|e gang in it, and T was 9|cAJ we
didn* end up as heiS}w{)ours with THOSE guys-

But it mia*ﬁJVe been even WORSE if wed ended
up in +he ‘>e+--Frieh<}|)/ row. Decause that area was
a total ZOO.
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T could tell when T was aetting closer to the

ecohomy row because +\'\e \>i+c¥\es were Packec} a
whole lot TIGHTER, and \Deovle had o make the
most of their space.

When T got back to our VH’C\-\, Dad was cookiha
hot 3035 on the BBQ. T wanted to ask him if he
washed his hands after cloihs +he Ssewage )nook-up,

bt T ‘H\ous)n'i‘ he miﬁ\'ﬁ' 3e+ o\hhoyed with me.
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Mom was +r>/ih3 to get to know some of our
heis}\bours, but +¥\e>/ seemed like +)ne +>/\>e of
\>e0\>|e who liked o kee\) +o themselves.

Once Dad was done cookihg, we sat dowh at our
pichic table to eat. But the \)eople on the other
side of us were P|a>/ih3 beahbo\s toss on their roof,
and somebocly up there had a |ous>/ aim.
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While we were cleo\hihs up the mess, T +told Mom
and Dad T +)nou3)n+ coming here mis)n‘l"\/e been a
MISTAKE. But Mom said sometimes its }-\o\rd

getting used 1o a new \Dlace, and T Just needed
to siVe it a chance.

ﬂweh s‘-\e reminded me ‘H\a-l' we \-\adh)‘l' even Visited
the lake ye+, which should be the best part. T

was about +o say Some+)nih3 else, when T got
ih+erru‘>+e& b)/ a hoise comihg from ‘H\e direction

EEEE
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CHEMP STORE
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T+ sounded like one of those air-raid sirens you

of the main |oc13e

Wt

}xeqr N & war movie w\-\eh ehemy bombers are

aPVroac\-\ihs, and it put me +o+a||>/ on edge.
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Our next-door heis)nbours seemed nervous, oo,
and ‘H\ey 3a+)nered up +)neir stuff to take inside

ﬂ\eir camper van.
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When Dad asked what the siren was for, our
heishbour said i+ meant there was a SKUNK on
+he Pro‘)er-l')/, and eVer)/ohe heeded to 3e+ inside
N a }\urry.
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\l\]e", that was ehous}x to se+ US movihs. We
shut our door and \Deeked out of the window while
we waited. Sure ehoush, a few minutes later a
skunk came Shi”ihs around our ‘)H"c*\.
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T+ got up on +he pichic table, and when it

started ea+ih3 our }\o+ clogs +¥\ere was hoﬂ\ihs we
could do but WATCH.
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Once the skunk was done eating, it LEFT. After
a while, the siren s+0\>\>ed and everyonhe came

back outside. Ah& , even ‘H’\oua)n the skunk was
GONE, +the whole \>i+c¥\ smelled TERRIBLE.

Dad said the reason it smelled so bad was because

there's some sort of chemical in a skunk’s Slo\hcis
+hat \)eople can smell from a mile away. And he said

if you got SPRAYED by a skunk it would be a
+housand +imes WORSE.

He said the best +)nih3 you could do if you ran into
a skunk was to back away s|owl>/, because a skunk
will ohly spray a person if it feels like it's cornered

or +¥\rea+eheci.
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T)neh \'\e sau'ci )/ou know )/ou’re about to be S\arayed
if a skunk stands on its front legs and wiggles its
butt. But b)/ then it's \)robo\bly +oo LATE.

Rodrick said +hat a skunk’s spray doesnt just
smell bad ) ts FLAMMARLE , too. T dont know
if that's trve or if its Just another one of his lies.
T+ IS true, then once skunks fisure out how o
||'9¥\+ matches, us human beihgs are in BIG +rouble.
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When God created the animals, he gave them all
cool stuff to defend themselves with, like shells and
talons and claws.

But then when the time came to create PEOPLE )
all the GOOD ideas were used up.
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T guess God made up for i+ b)/ Sivihs us bis
BRAINS. But, if it was up to me, T Probably

T fisure if SOme‘H-\ihs as small as a skunk could
scare off Preda’rors by Sme"ihs bad, then mo\ybe it
could work for ME. And that's when T decided
Tm not gonna shower until T finish }\69\-\ school.
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T \)ro{)aHy shouldn® have told MOM my \>|o\h,
ﬂ\oug)n, because all it did was remind her that
T ski\:\Ded +o\kih3 a shower +oda7/. So now she’s
makiha me take one first ‘H\ihs tomorrow morhing.
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Luckily, we had a few extra hot Joas in the
camper Vah, and Dad cooked them over the fire.
But T kept thinking about that skunk. So T

was alreqéy a little Jum\)y when all of a sudden we
30‘!’ SPRAYED.
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But it wasnt a SKUNK +hat sprayed vs. T+ was
one of our NEIGHBROURS. A\)Pareh-ﬂy, 9:00 is

“lis\ﬁs out at camp, and T guess Peo\ﬂe around

here take that P""-'H)’ serious|y.

So we turned in for the his\-rl', but T didn+
reo\||>/ SLEEP. Because, like T said before, those
ecohomy ‘)H'c\-\es were \)o\ckecl +03e+\-\er TIGHT.
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T+ 4urned out the whole camp was ear|7/ to bed,
early +o rise. We didnt even need 4o set our
alarm clocks because our heia)nbours let us know

wheh it was time o 3e+ vp.

Believe it or not » Some guy was c‘oiha WOOD
CARVINGS on his \>H'c}\. T wanted +o give him o
Piece of my mihd, but when T saw the chainsaw T
-fisurecl maybe T could let i+ slide this one time.
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Arr-l'er Dad 30‘!’ out of bed, )ne s+ar+ed cookihs
Pahcakes and eggs on +he sriddle. Mom was just
getting back from the shower block and she gave
me the scoop oh how -H-\ihss worked up there.

She said you had +o pay for the shower with
coins, and gave me a few. Then she told me that
T needed o stop {)7/ the laundrette and move our
clothes from the washer to +he Jr)/er.

T reo\lly didn* like the idea of +qkih9 a shower
n a Vubh’c buﬂdihs. When you live in a house with

)/our -(dmﬂ)/, the bathroom is the oh|>/ ‘>|o\ce you
can get any PRIVACY. So, when T'm in there,
Trmin my own little world.
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Ahd, once ‘H‘\cﬁ' door’s |ocked, I can do dh)/‘l'}\ihs

T WANT.
Ed

ARE YOU ALMOST
DONE IN THERE?

it ——
FLOSSING!
L e ‘

But sometimes T get myseh[ in TROUBLE in the
bathroom. Once, T almost broke ray ribs when T
was \)re-l'ehclihs to be SPicler-T"\o\h in the shower.
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When T arrived at the shower block, the line was
alreo\c{y wra\)\)ed round the builc{ihs. And T got
+o know ry fellow campers a li+tle better than T
WANTED +o.

T

—~—

T -fisurecl the line would s‘>|i+ at the entrance,
and quys would 90 ohe way and girls would 9o +he
other. But it urns out +his ‘)|ace didnt have +hose
kinds of boundaries.
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T found out +he reason the wait was so long was
because there were oh|>/ three shower stalls inside.
When it was finally my turn, T put twenty-five
cents in the coin slot on the stall door, and +hat
got the shower going.

The hot water fel+ GOOD, esvecially since T
hadnt had a hot shower in a few days.

But T couldnt really ehJoy it since the stalls ohl)/
went so Hg\w.
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T closed my eyes and tried to \>re+ehd T was ’oy
myself. But that was kind of hard o do when the
person in the next stall started getting CHATTY.

IS THAT RASPBERRY
SILK SHAMPOO?
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T decided 1o wrap +\-\ih33 up and 3e+ out of
there. But the shower s+o‘>\>ed before T had a
chance to rinse the s\wo\m‘)oo out of my hair.
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T+ turns out +weh+>/-1[iVe cents only \Daid for
three minutes of hot water. T 4ried 4o hand the
hext person in line a coin to put in the slot, but T
couldn+ get his attention.
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So T S+e‘>\>ec} out of the shower o ‘)u-l' the coin
in MYSELF. But T guess that was Just the
oP\Dor‘+UhH’>/ +his guy was WAITING for.
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And what REALLY stunk was when he started
usih3 my SHAMPOQOO.

T didnt feel like getting info an argument with

a naked 9uy, o T LEFT. But some SOd\)SU(lS got
in my eye, and T could barely see where T was

Soihs.
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Luckily, T found my way o the laundrette,
w)nere +)nere was a sink. Ahd -H\oﬁ' water was

FREE.

Once T finished rinsing +he s\wo\m‘)oo out of ray
hair, T started |ookih3 for our clothes. But
someone had taken them out of the was)nihs
machine and dum‘)ecl them on the floor so +\-\ey
could put THEIR clothes in.
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After T put our clothes in the c}ryer‘, T decided
T was gohha stick around the was)nihs machines
and find out who dum?ec} our stuff on the floor
when ﬂ-\ey came back o get THEIRS.

Bu+, when T saw who it \/\/AS, T -H\ous\-rf md)'be
T could let ﬂ\ihss slide one more time.
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When T got back +o our \)H'c\\, all T wanted to
do was crawl back into bed. But Mom said we were
all going down 1o the lake and T needed +o put
on my swimming shorts.

T reminded her that T didnt HAVE swimming
shorts any more, and T was \-\o‘)ihs that would
get me off the hook. But Mom said Rodrick had o
SPARE pair, and, even -H\ous)n T'm not a fan of
wearing someohe else’s clothes, T knew there was

no \)oih-l' n Jeba*h’hg her about it.

//» : o
T fisured if we sylds\wecl around the lake for a

few minutes and acted like we were \-\o\vihs a Soocl
+ime, Mom would be satisfied and let us 90 back
to camp. But she took her camera with her, and
+hat d|Wd>/S complica'i‘es ﬂ'\ihgs.
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This summer Mom's been s?ehdihs a lot of +ime on
social media. And, whenever she sees how \Der‘fed’

her friends families look, it makes her JEALOUS.

So Mom o\lways puts us in +hese awkward poses

to make it look like WE'RE )navihs a Sooc} time,
+oo. But there must be 50me+¥\ih3 wrong with my
fo\mﬂy, because we can never get our act +03e+\~\er.
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The lake looked calm and \aeaceful when we first
saw it from the bri&se. But +oda>/ it was a whole
different scene.

T was expecting the lake to be clear, like the one
at the fish }\cﬁc)ner)/ , but it looked DIRTY 40 me.
And that's Vroba{ﬂy because Peo‘)le weren+ Just
using it for SWIMMING.
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T ‘onus*ﬁ' \Deovle were acting kind of nuts at the
POOL )/es+erc}a>/, but at the lake it was at a
whole different LEVEL.

ﬂ\ere was a rope swihs attached to a {)is tree
+hat went out over the water. But T wasn+
planning on using that thing unless it RAINED
for a few Jays first.

There were some rafts £ |oo\+ih3 in the middle of
the lake ) and T ‘H\ous}ﬁ' about srabbihs one. But
T c}mhgecl my mind when T saw how \)eoP|e were
usihs them.
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There was a ramp at the bottom of a bis hill b)/
the lake, and T couldnt tell what it was for. But
my question got answered when some kid launched

himself into the water inside a tractor tyre.
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Mom wanted us all to swim, but T was still \are'H'y
scarred from my LAST experience in a lake. Plus, T
dont trust o\hy water T cant see -H-xroush.

There was SOmeﬂ\ihs weird s-h'ckihs up in the middle
of the lake, and T \Doih-i'ecl it out to Dad. He said
it was ProbaHy Just a branch, but it didn* look
like a branch to ME. And, when you can ohly see
a \Dar‘l' of SOmeﬂ\ihs, it could be ANYTHING.
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Nobody else was in the mood to swim, either, so we
\>u+ our stuff down on +)ne srouhd. But it turned out
a lake shore isnt the same as a BEACH shore, and

wi-H\ih a few secohds we were sihkihs n ‘H\e muck.

Mom said we werent going back to our \)H'c\-\
until we did SOme‘H\ihs FUN. There was a canoe
tied up o the dock, and she said we should +ake
it out on the water. T was fine with beihg on

top of the water, so |oh3 as we didnt have o
g0 IN 4.

We +ook turns Se‘HihS into the cahoe, which wasn+
as easy as T +¥~\ou3)n+ it would be.
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T S+a>/ec} low, JUS"’ like Dad told me +o. Rodrick
DIDN'T, -Hwous}x, and we almos+t cq\)sized while we
were still tied to the dock.

After we were all in the canoe, we put on |ife
J'o\cke-!'s and ‘)ac}dle& out on the water. But some
Peo‘ﬂe swimming hearby seemed like 'H-\ey were in a

)nurry to 3e+ out of our WAY.
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ﬂ\eh we found out WHY. As soon as we 30+ o
the middle of the lake, 50me+}\ih3 BIG landed

ris}ﬁ' hext 1o our canoe. And a second later +here
was ANOTHER S\Dlo\sh.

Some teenagers up oh +he hill had turned a
hammock into a giant SLINGSHOT, and H\ey were
usihs us for TARGET Prach'ce.
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T guess +hat exvlaihed w)ny ho ohe was using +he
canoe. We tried to \Daddle back +o the dock, but
+he guys oh the hill were getting more and more
accurate with each shot.
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T guess Rodrick didnt wanna 3e+ H+, so he decided
to abandon SH‘). And that was a Problem for the
REST of us, because now we were unbalanced.
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Our canoe ca?sized, and somehow me and Dad
ended vp UNDERNEATH i+. At first T thought
it was a GOOD +)nih3, since we were Pro+ec+ed

from ‘H’\oSe watermelons.

But T c\wo\hsecl my mind when we took a direct
hit, because it was like beihs on the inside of a
DRUM.
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Me and Dad ditched the canoce and swam for the
dock. And we had +o move FAST, because now we
were out of range, so the guys oh the hill were

SKIPPING +heir shots.

We ‘Ju”ed ourselves on to the dock, where we

were safe. Mom was vpset because her camera was
ruined, but T didnt reo\||>/ want my picture taken
risH' at that momen-t, anyway.
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Mohc}ax

T +hink Mom realized we'd had a little 400 much
family time 7es+erday, because this morhihs she
said everyone could 90 do their own ﬂ\ihﬁ. T
was \Dlahhihs on relaxihs for once, but Mom had

OTHER ideas.

She said this camp was full of kids my age, and
this was the perfect opportunity to branch out
and make new FRIENDS.
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T 4old Mom T wasnt reo\lly in the mood for
SOciqliziha, and there wasn+ any point in +r>/ih3
to make new friends since T'd never even SEE

any of these \)eo?|e again.
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But Mom said some of her best friends to this
day are \>e0\>|e she met at summer camp when she

was MY age.

1 +old Mom its DIFFERENT from w}\eh she was
growing up, and its a lot harder to make friends

with strangers howacidys. But Mom said she could
\-\el‘) me with that.

T was }\o‘)ihg Mom would Just clrop it. But ten
minutes later a group of boys \)assecl b)/ our camper

Van carrying fisHhs rods. And, before T could
STOP Ker, Mom started with +he introductions.
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I KNOW SOMEONE —
wHO wouLD LOVE

N TO JOIN IN YOUR
— SUMMERTIME FUN!

Luckily, these kids didnt beat me Up the second
Mom s+e\>‘>ed away. ﬂwey said +\-\e>/ were going
down to their fis\wihs spot, and T could come with
them if T wanted.

I'm not req||>/ bis on fis\'\ihs, but I -Fisurecl 1’3
Just go o\lohs with these guys to make Mom haﬂ)y.

T recoehizecl a few of them from the Pool, and
on our way down to the stream T learned their

names.
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EVer‘yohe was callihs the smallest kid Juicebox, and
)ne seemed to be ‘H\e ohe in c\-\o\rse. ﬂ\e kid wH')n
the inner tube was Bis Marcus, and T couldn®

tell if he was wearing +hat +\wih3 for fun or if he
couldnt ac+ua||7/ get OUT of i+.

The +all skihhy kid was Weevil, and the boy with
the shaved head was called DooDoo. T dont
wanha be mean or dhy'f)nihs, but that boy rea“y
lived up o his nickname.

SNIp,
SNIFS 5
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A few other kids Joihed vs, and THEY all had
hicknames , too. So 1 guess +¥\a+,s a ‘l‘)nihs around

)nere.

W FTVEHEAD SRR

Juicebox asked me MY name, and T -fisurec} since
everyone ELSE was using que—u‘) hames, L mis)n*l'

as well, too.

111

148



The stream was Pre-Hy shallow in this spot, so T
didnt see how +hese 9uys were gohha catch any
fish. But T found out the real reason ‘H-\e)' came
here wasnt to fish, it was 1o TALK. And ‘er)/
arsuec} about EVERYTHING.

The first topic was which SUPer%ero would win in a
fight, and that turned into a conversation about
which superpower wds best. And somehow that
turned into a debate about what kind of animal

you’d choose o 1@5\'\‘\' if you were sentenced to
Jeo\ﬂ-\.
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Then they got into an argument about whether it
would be better 4o 1[53)(\+ a person with +he head
of a shark or a shark with the head of a persoh.
And the guys were 5\>|E+ down the middle on that

ohe.

The conversation 30+ Pre‘H')/ \wea‘l'ecl, and then it
got PHYSICAL. T didnt wanna get hort, so T
tried to S+d>/ out of the way.
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But just like that it was OVER, and everyone
acted like ho+)nih3 }\o\\)\)ehed.

T was starting to get hervous \wahsihs around

a bunch of guys who liked 4o settle -H\ihas with
their FISTS, and T +old them maybe T should
be \weqc}ihs back. But Juicebox said that, since T
was the NEW kid around here, i+ was their Job
to show me the ropes. And T decided o 9o o\|oh3
wH'\\ i+, mos+|>/ because I didnt want DooDoo
putting me in a headlock.

I+ furns out ‘H\ese 3“)'5 MVe been comihg \\ere

for years, so +)ne>/ knew all the ins and outs of
+he \)lace. /ﬂ\ey knew how o get a free bas of
\Dre'l'zels from the Vehc}ihs machine at the |oc}3e,
+he exact time the Jeh\ler)/ truck came 4o resvv?ly
+he camp store, and where you needed to be when
‘H’\ey threw out the c}d)l-old dous"\htrl's.
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Plus, ﬂ\ey knew where all the cute sir|s in camp
were s+a)/ih3 and when ﬂ-\ey each ate lunch.
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These 9uys were ’053 Prahks+ers, too. Weevil found
a ‘\ah[--fi“ec} bottle of S}\amPoo on +)ne srouhc{, and
that gave Juicebox an IDEA, He +ook us round the
back of the shower block o the wall on +he other
side of the shower stalls.

As soon as +\~se persoh hear -Hwe window frihishe&
rihsih3 ﬂ\e soa?suds out of )m's \w’r, Juicebox

Squir‘rec} more sho\mvoo on his scal\).

v =
The auy lathered up his hair AGAIN, and oh:v:'
he finished rinsing it Juicebox was +here with
another squirt. After a couple more rounds of this,
+he 9uy started getting ANGRY.
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NAAAARGH,
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But when he heard Cutter |o\u3\~\ we were
BUSTED. And it was the LAST guy we should ve

been messihs with , Yoo.
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Luckily, Juicebox and his 9ang knew all the sood
\'\i&ihs spots on +he campsite, so we |a>/ low behind
the snack shack until the coast was clear.

cAvEerreTa

T'd never reo\lly had a group of friends before,
and T was starting o have FUN.

ﬂ'\e 3“7/5 wanted to 90 down o ‘H\e field b)/ ‘I’\-\e
lake and ‘>|a>/ some games. T fisured +\-\e>/ wanted
‘o Pld)/ Someﬂwih& hormal like football or +o\3, so 1
went along with them.

But these Uy’ had their OWN idea of fun.
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And most of their games involved someone getting
hit by a ball or aetting tackled, and sometimes
both at the same time.
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The last game we \3|ayed was Red Rover, where
eVeryohe makes a )numo\h cho\ih and tries to kee\a
ohe person from getting ‘H\r‘ouah. But Bis Marcus

was uhs+0\>\>a{>|e, and we got \Dre++>/ bahsed up.

T+ seemed like eVeryohe was reac}y to wrap -H\ihas
up for the clay, but +hat's when someﬂwihs fell
from +\'\e SKY.
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T+ was those teenagers on the hill, lauhc)nihs
watermelons from their hammock. We ran for
cover underneath the shed where ﬂ-\ey ke\ﬁ +he
kaydks. And that's where Juicebox told me what

was soihs on.

He said that every time him and his gang ?|o\7ed
in that field the teenagers bombarded them with
watermelons. And T rea“y wished someone had

mentioned ‘H\cﬁ' +o me BEFORE I o\sreecl to g0

down there. 5' L o P

4
NI/

Wi, . W Wi,
But Juicebox said that +odo\>/ him and his guys
were reo\c}y to strike BACK.
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T}\ey’c} s+o\s¥xed a buhc)n of water guns in ohe
of -H\e kayaks, and -Hwe)/ )no\d some serious

fire\)ower n -H\ere. EVeryohe c)nose a wea\)oh for

‘H\emselVes, but since T was the new 9vy T \Dicked
LAST.

of teenagers anyway, so T +old the quys T reqlly
needed 4o be getting back +o ry family.
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But Juicebox said T was one of THEM now, and
we were all in +his 1[.'3\\-1' TOGETHER. T \)robo\bly
should ve walked away then, but T didnt wanna let
these guys down.

We saﬂ\ered around Juicebox, and he showed us
his ‘)|qh. He said someboc}y heeded +o Volunteer +o
be the Jecoy on the lake so the rest of us could
sheak up oh +he teenagers from behind.

TEENS—

HILL S

AMBUSH
TEAM

Nobody wanted to volunteer, so we +ook a vote,
ahc} +¥\a+’s }\ow Bis Marcus 30‘!’ c}\oseh. Ahci ﬂ\d‘i‘

was sood hews for me, because T 30+ his water

3““-
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Bis Marcus \md&ed out to the middle of +the lake
ahc}, sure ehous)n, -H\e +eeha3ers oPehecl fire as
sooh as +he>/ saw him.
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We let loose with eVery'l-)nihs we \\o\c}, and 57/ the
+ime our water guns were ern\ﬂ'y ﬂ\ose +eeha3ers

were +o+a||>/ DRENCHED.

But T wish Juicebox had put a li+tle more ‘H\ous}ﬁ
into the NEXT step of Nis \Dlo\h, because all we
rea”y did was make those auys MAD.
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ﬂ\ey chased us past the main |oc13e, and we turned
the corner at the lavndrette. T +\\ou3)n+ ‘H\ey were
gonha catch us for sure, but Ba’s Marcus \Dickec} +he

PERFECT +ime to re J'oih the team.

Tl /“
~
NI

That bous}ﬁ' the rest of us extra TIME, and we

used it to reload our water quns from the soda
disPehser at +¥\e shack s\wo\ck.
yd
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Cutter srabbed a few Squeezy bottles of ke‘l'c)fw\)
and mustard for some extra 1[ire\>ower. So, when
+he teenagers arrived, we were READY for them.

And T dont know if it was the soda or the
ke‘k\w\) that did i+, but o few seconds later the
snack shack was full of BEES.
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We ran to the Hdihﬁ spot we used earlier in the
c}o\y o\hd took a minute o ca+c\'\ our brea+)n.

EVeryohe was in the mood to celebrate, but Juicebox
seemed WORRIED. He said those teenagers would
be comihs for us, and that the camp director was

gonha be mad we made a mess at -H\e shack s\wack.

Cutter said we should make a PACT that if one of
uS 30‘!’ caua\’\‘h hobo&y would rat dh)/ohe else out.

And everyohe seemed to like that idea.

But it got complico\-l'ecl when we started +o\|kih3
about what the ?ehaHy was for BREAKING +he
\md’, because eVeryohe had a different idea of
what that should be.
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Bis Marcus said that if you broke the pact, then
you had o 90 +)nr‘ou3\'\ the Pool Noodle Gavntlet,
which sounded \)reH’y HARSH 4o me.

Regular Marcus said that if one of us snitched,
‘H’\a‘f person needed to wear his underwear on Hs

head for a whole clay.
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Some \)eoPle wanted to take it even FURTHER.
Fivehead said it had o be your DAD’S underwear,
and you had 4o walk past +he pretty Sir|s’ \DH'c)nes
at lunchime.

NG _
e Kfi”

ﬂweh +)ne auys 30‘!’ into an o\rgumeh‘f about

whether the underwear should be clean or Jir-f)/,
and ﬂ-\ihss got P)r\ysicql again. But T was ac+ua||>/
GLAD, because i+ gave me +he oPPor-I'uth T
needed o slip away.
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Tuesdax

’ﬂmhk{ully, Mom didnt have any ’053 ?lahs for us
+oda7/. Because after eVeryﬂ\ihS +hat ho\\)\)ehed
yes-l'erday, T really Just wanted to lie low for the
rest of the +ri\>.

Mom went o the camp store to Pick up some
sroceries for dihher, ahcl w\-\eh s)ne came back she
was all excited about a -flyer she d \Dicked vp at +he
Pain lodae.

FOOD! GAMES! MUSIC!
GUARANTEED

FAMILY FUNY @
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Noboéy else was crazy about going o a \700|
Par-l')/, but Mom said this could be Just the +)nih3

to turn our +ri\> around.

LA

Wi ‘ e ) W W
We all knew that once Mom gets an idea in her
head +here’s no +a|kih3 her out of it. Plus, i+ had
been reo\||)/ s+ick>/ and hot all dd)l, so T 'Figurecl i+

would be nice to cool off for a few hours.

Mom forso-i' to get \)laS‘h'c utensils at the store,
[Ye) s\we sent me up ﬂ\ere with some mohey. T was
a little nervous one of those teenagers mis\vl' sPo+

me on the way, so T wanted o 3e+ there and
back as quick as T could.

But T s+0\>\>ecl when Resuldr Marcus called out to
me when T \DGSSCJ b)/ +he \)lace we hid yes+erc}a>/.
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Reaulo\r Marcus told me that this morhing these
posters started appearing all over camp, and he
showed me one he took from the laundrette.

(5>3CE CREAM
SUNDAE PARTY!

TrOde N 7/our Squir‘+ gun £

) FREE ice cream sundaey

&
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ﬂ\e second I Saw +)ne \aos+er, I knew it was a
TRICK. T +old Resular Marcus +hat the people
who run this \Dlace were just trying fo catch +he
kids who trashed +he snack shack, and +\-\e>/
were using ice cream as BAIT. T +4old him not o
fall for it ) and to +tell the OTHER guys hot o,
either.

But he said it was a|reacl7/ too LATE. Because, when
the first \Dos+ers went vp, Juicebox and the other
quys had headed s+rai3¥\+ for the lodse with their

water guhs.
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Resular Marcus said he wouldVve been WITH +hem,
but he had to 90 back o his camper Vah to Srab

his Squir‘i‘ gun. Ahd {)y +he time he 304‘ +o +he
loJSe the doors were o\lreac}y LOCKED.

/

// J166

So Resular Marcus climbed up on to a recycliha
bin o look +)nrou3¥s the window and see what was
going oh. And what he saw wasnt PRETTY.

NN
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T+ 4urns out there was no ice cream at+ ALL. The
camp director told +he guys ‘H\ey were gohha have

‘o scrub eVery ihc)n of ‘H\e shack s)nack fomorrow

morhihs, and use TOOTHBRUSHES 46 do it.

T guess Juicebox didnt like the sound of +that, so
he +told the camp director the whole +\-\ih3 was a
big MISUNDERSTANDING.

o o
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He said him and the other 9uys 30+ roved into the
fight, and the guy that started it all was still on
the loose. And when the camp director asked him
+he name of the "rihsleader", Juicebox threw the
hew guy under the bus.

But T guess the camp director wasnt convinced.
Because after he let the other 9uys 9o, he made
Juicebox walk door to door with him 4o find this
Jimmy Dosfis\\ character.

T reo\“)/ didnt wanna be there when ‘H\ey reached
MY camper Van. So, when T 90+ back +o our
\)H’d\, T +old everyone we needed to eat quick so
we could get to +hat pool party.
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T figurec{ +he \>oo| mish‘l' be the one \alo\ce on the
campsite where T was ac+ua||>/ SAFE. But once we
got there T realized T was wrohg about that.

T+ seemed like +he combination of loud music and
h69\~\+-+ime was makihs People a little extra crazy.
And i+ wasn just the kids this time, i+ was the
9grown-ups, too.

A bunch of dads had turned the shallow end into
a sio\h‘l' WHIRLPOOL.
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And SOmebody had sreased the slide, so Peoyle
were comihg off +that -H\ihg at a hundred miles an

hour.
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There was a movie \alayihs on a screen at the
dee\) end of the \)ool, and whoever chose the film
\Drobo\bly should ve ?iCkEA 50me+)nih3 that was a

li++le more famﬂy--{rieh&bf.

Mom wasnh+ even Vo\yiha attention to what was
Soihs on in ﬂ\e \)ool. ﬂ\ere were a buhc"\ of

activities in the grassy area, and she wanted us to

participate in EVERYTHING.
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We entered the ba||ooh-\70\>\>ih3 relay as a famﬂy,

but we came in last Plo\ce since Mo\hhy didn+t have
ehous)n boc}y weis*ﬁ to burst the first balloon.

Mom made Dad enter the beer belly contest, but
he didnt even make i+ ‘>a5+ the first round.
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Manhy entered a hot dog eating contest on his
owh, and T had no IDEA +hat boy could \mck so
MUC\'\ ‘FOO& de)’.

Me and Rodrick comPeJreJ in a dizzy stick relo\y race,
where you had +o Spin round a baseball bat five
times, then +a3 the next persoh oh your team.
But we were Plo\yiha against two guys who had Just
finished +he hot clos eo\+ih3 contest, so ‘H'\ihss 30+
a little MESSY.
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Mom 4ried o get me to enter a mother-son dance

contest wH')n )ner, but -H\ere washt ehoush mohey
n ‘H\e wm‘ld +to se‘l' me to agree +o THAT.

'H-\ous\ﬁ T mig\ﬁ qc-hmlly WIN. But ‘H\ey held i+
at the same time as the ’Delly (loP contest, and
ry seat was the one closest to the Pool.
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S\aeakihs of +he belly f\oP contest, too many
contestants 30+ on the JivihS board at the same
time, and it wasnt buil+ to carry that much weia\'rl'.

After the Parﬂy activities wra\)\)ecl Up, Mom
talked us all into getting in the water for a quick

fo\mily swim.
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The \Dool was crowded and hobody was really doihs
any swimming, anyway. T+ seemed like the oh|7/
\Deovle }mvihs any fun were the ones on RAFTS.

But +he rafts were all +aken, and it didnt look
like ahybocly was wi||ih3 to give one up.

Then Mom sPo-H'ec} a giant empty inher tube in
the middle of the Pool. ﬂ'\d‘l’ ‘H’\ihﬁ was So bis it
mustve been an AEROPLANE +>/re or some-l'\'\ihs.
So we all swam out 4o it before someone else +ook

it for themselves.
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The +>/re was So \wse it was almost im?ossible +o
get into. But, with a little teamwork, we {;hally
did it.

Once we all got on, we found out w\-\y +hat ‘Hwihs
was empty to BEGIN with.
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AHer we 30+ tossed from ﬂ\e 36ah+ inher +ube,
Mom was done with the \)OO' Par-r)/. And T fel+
bad because T knew how much she wanted +ohi3¥\+
to be sPecial.

A lot of other \DeoPle were starting to clear
out, too, but there were still a few s+ro\33|ers
comiha nto 'l'\'\e \)ar+7/. Ahd some of ‘H\em looked
FAMILIAR.
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The rest of ry 1[o\mi|>/ got out of +he \)ool, but
T decided +o S+o\>/ \)u+. T didn* know if those

teenagers would recoghize me or not, but T wasnt

willihs to take any CHANCES.
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There were still a lot of \DeoP|e in the \:ool, so it
wasnt that hard to stay hidden. But when those
auys s+e\>\>ec{ in the water, it 3°+ harder for me
to s+a7/ out of Sig)(ﬁ‘.
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And my situation got a whole lot WORSE when
the next two ?eovle showed vp at the Far‘f}l.
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T knew the camp director was |ookih3 for ME.
So T decided o go in +he oh|7/ direction T could,
w)m'c}\ was DOWN.

<2
T went to the bottom of the Pool and sat there.

And T Plahhed on STAYING down there as long
as it took.

=
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T was ac+ua||>/ starting to run out of oxygen
when SOme‘H\ihs WEIRD }\a\)\)ehec}. There was
a flash of |i3)n+, like someone +akih3 a picture

uhderwater. Ahd then eVeryohe started se‘Hihs
out of the \Doo|.

Ten seconds later it was empty except for ME. \
Ahc{ ‘H\o\+’s w\weh :[ came to +)ne surface.

180

187



The first ‘H‘\ihs T noticed was the RAIN, which
was rea“)/ comihs dowr\. /ﬂ\eh LIGHTNING
flashed across the sky, and that ex\>|aihed why
everyohe was in such a hurry to get out of +he ?°°|'

The teenagers and Juicebox were |oh3 gohe, and

50 was my FAMILY. T rea||>/ didn+ wanna get
electrocuted, so T ﬁsured T4 better aet out of
+)nere, +oo.

T left+ +he \)OO‘ area and headed for +he camper
van. But in the dark and the rain it was hard +o

See w‘-\ere I was soihs.

181

188



There was a HUGE crash of |i3¥\+hih3, and it
sounded like it mia}ﬁ’Ve hit 50me+¥\ih3 heo\rby.
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Then the air-raid siren at the loése cranked up,
which made eVer)/‘l'\wihs even more STRESSFUL.
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T realized that if T s+a>led outside much |oh3er T
was gohna get burned to o CRISP. Bu+ hoboc}y in

any of the deluxe camper Vans would let me inside.

ﬂn
S':J_

ﬂ—;

T 'l[ihd“)/ made it to our camper Van. And when T
oPeheJ +he door ry whole family was qlrea&y there.
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Mom said s}\e +\\ou3}'\+ I’c} run d}\eac} +to +)ne
camper Vah when the rain s+ar+ec}, and it was a

MIRACLE T was OK.
To be honest with you, T fel+ +he same way.

ﬂ\ﬁ storm came at the Peh[edr moment, and T
almost felt like it was the work of a \-\is\\er power.

Or mo\7/{>e it was just ohe bis cosmic JOKE.

Because if there’s one +\~\ih9 T learned +oh63\\+ )
its that God has a sense of HUMOUR.
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Wedhesdax

Tf you’Ve ever wondered what it's like +o be
sPrayed by a skunk, T can +ell you from first-
hand experience. T+ feels like you’Ve gone BLIND,
and your eyes sting like CRAZY.

So you have to flush +hem with water, if you’re
Iucky ehousk +o have any heo\rby.
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Once your Vision improves, you start to notice
the SMELL, which is like a mix of rotten e99s
and roadkill. And you dont Jus+ SMELL i, you
TASTE 4. But, trust me, the best thing is to
hot get S\)rayeé in the FIRST place.

One of the books we bous)rﬁ' at the camping store
had o c\-\a\ﬁer oh what you should do if you got
S\Drayed b)/ a skunk. But it wasnt that \-\el\)fuh
since we couldn® get any of the ihsreclieh-fs until
+he store opehec} in +he morning.

SO YOU'VE BEEN SKUNKED
Getting sprayed by a skunk is no 2 2
laughing matter. But if it happens
to you, here’s what you can do to

remove the smell:

» Fill a bathtub with 10 pints of 3 per cent
hydrogen peroxide, 20 tablespoons baking
soda and 10 teaspoons liquid dish soap.

* Bathe, rinse, lather and repeat as necessary!
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We knew we couldnt go to slee\a Sme”ihs like
skuhk, So we +riecl +to fihd someﬂ\ihs Yo cover up
ﬂ\e odour.

Luckily, there were a bunch of ke-l'c)nuP and
mustard \Dacke+s in one of the drqwers, and we
rubbed +he condiments all over ourselves. Mahh)/
found a bottle of Uncle Gary’s cologne between
the seat cushions, but that stuff smelled almost as
bad as the SKUNK,

— |

We all had a terrible hi3¥w+’s slee‘), and when we
woke in the morhing we realized it wasnt Just
US ‘H\d‘l’ stank. I‘l’ was eVery-H-\ihS inside ﬂ-\e

camper Van, too.
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So we em?-h'ed +he whole +)nih3 out. And it was
\Dre‘Hy clear we were gonha have to throw almost

eVery-ths away, esPecio\lly our FOOD.

Mom gave me money and sent me vp to +he camp
store to get +he deskuhkihg sv‘>\>|ies and some
groceries. But on My way up there T could ell

$ome+}\ih3 wasn+ RIGHT.
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By the time T got to the store, all +he food was
GONE, and the shelves were \)f'o\(‘l’ica“)/ bare. T
was Iucky +here was still some )nyclroaeh peroxide
and bakiha soda left, becauvse if T4 got there

a few minutes later 50me{>oci>/ Probably would Ve

scooved them vp, too.

T tried to ask someone what was \mﬂ)ehiha, bt T
guess the ke‘l'c*\u‘) and mustard werent c}oihs their
Job of covering up the skunk smell.
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After T \aaid for ry stuff and lef+, T ran into
DooDoo, who didnt seem to even NOTICE +he
way T smelled.

He told me the reason \Deovle were acting crazy
was because last his)n-l’ a bol+ of |i3)n+hih5 struck
the ’oridge |eaclih3 to the campsite, and one
section of the bridge was totally DESTROYED.

He said the truck +hat brihss svpvlies couldnt get
on to the Proper-fy, which ex\)lo\ihed w\-\y eVer)/ohe
was ShaP\)ihs up eVeryﬂ-\ihs at the store.
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But now I was +)ne onhe who was \)ahickihs. Because
f hobody could get INTO camp, that meant
hobody could 3e+ OUT, eiﬂ\er.

T ran back to tell Mom and Dad what was going
on. But b)/ then our heis\w’oours had woken up,
and aP?qrehﬂy -H\e)' weren + crazy about the

skunk smell.

T {filled Mom and Dad in on the briclse situation.
Mom said the most important -H-\iha was that we

didnt+ PANIC, becauvse that never )nel\)s. And she
said that what we should be focused on ri33n+ how
was 3e++ih3 rid of this ODOUR.
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ﬂ\e JeskuhkihS nstructions saicl to pour -H\e bakihs
soda and \-\ydroseh \aeroxide n a \wo+ ba+)n, but its
not like +there were a bunch of bathtubs on +he
campsite. So we used the next best +\-\ih3. And i+
turns out closs dont like the smell of skunk, either.

We mustve soaked in the hot 4ub for an hour. But
in the time i+ took to scrub our bodies and our
clothes clean, +\wih33 at camp had gohe TOTALLY
off the rails.

T+ started with the WATER. When the camp
store ran out of water bottles, Peoyle used the

tap by +he main |oc}3e to fill up +heir containers.
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Some \Deovle took more than ‘H\ey needed, ‘H\oush A
and the well ran DRY.

So then People got water from wherever -H-\e)/
could FIND i+.
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ﬂ\ihss 30+ REALLY ugly w"\eh ‘)eo‘Dle ran out of
the coins -H\e)/ needed o o?ero\-l'e the showers.
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So now quarters were like GOLD, and T heard
about & woman who sold her wecHihS ring for
seVeh‘i‘y—fEVe cents.

AN

Some ‘)eoyle got frustrated ‘H\ey couldn® get their
hands on any coihs, so +\-\ey raided the ARCADE.
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Peoph’. hit the laundrette next. And T knew this
whole PLACE was gohha stink after eVerybody ran

out of clean clothes.

EVeh’rua“y someohe got +he {>n’3¥\+ idea o get
+he water Jirec-H)/ from the ‘>|o\s+ic tank above
the shower block.
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The tank fell off the roof and rolled down the
hill, where it leaked out half the water before
comihs to a s+0\> at one of +)ne sahd\aﬁs. ﬂ\eh +)ne

OTHER half em\)ﬁec} out into the sand.

Now people were REALLY freakihs out and 4ried
to save what 'H\e)/ could. But +he sahc}PH turned
into QUICKSAND, and a few People ac+ua||7/
had +o be RESCUED.
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Arouhd Jihher‘Hme, eVeryohe s+ar+ed seHihs
HUNGRY. Some \7e0\7|e had ehous}w food +o last

them o few days, but eVeryohe else was couh‘h'hg
on 3e+‘h'h3 +)neir sroceries from ﬂ\e camp store.

So things started to get a little CRAZY. A
bunch of Peoyle raided the snack shack, and
ohe person stole a giant bas of food from the

<
%~

The animals mustve got +he sense that ‘H\ihss

\De+—friehc“>/ aread.

were getting out of control, so +\-\e>/ banded
TOGETHER.
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Ahd wheh one of our heishbours fired up -H\eir
BBQ +o cook some ‘\ambursers, a \)o\ck of doss

ma&e its move.

A few Peo‘>|e ate the leftover hot Joss from
+he Pool qui')/, and the teenagers from the hill
So\|Va3eJ some of their slih35\~\0+ ammunition down

at the field.
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I waS more NERVOUS ‘H\dh *whsry. PeoP|e do
crazy -H\ihss when +)ne>/’re deS\)era-re, and T had
no idea how bad ‘l'\'\ihss would get. So T ke?‘f my
shirt off to show everyone that T didnt have a
lot+ of MEAT on me.

The other -I'Hhs T was worried about was the
WEATHER. Dad's P\wohe said another storm was
comiha +oh|'3\'\+, and that was the LAST ﬂ\iha
+his \)lqce heeded.

Emergency Alert
& Flash flood warning in effect
until 9:00 a.m.
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Mom said everyone was OVERREACTING, and
+hat by morhing someone would repair +he bridge

and eVer)/ﬂ\ihs would 90 back o normal.

But when hi3¥\+ fell -Hwihgs at the campsite got
a whole lot WORSE. And when one of the
deluxe camper Vans got ‘h’V‘)ec} over b)/ \)eoyle who
‘H\ous\ﬁ -H\e)/ were ‘\oardih\g canned food and
toile+ paper inside, Mom fihally admitted +\\ih35
were SERIOUS.

.

Now we ALL wanted o aet out of this ‘)ldce,
but ho{)ody could (isure ovt HOW. Ahcl +\’\o\+’s
when T ‘l’\'\oush‘l' of the STREAM.

200

207



T remembered there was one \mr-l' that was
really SHALLOW, and T said we mis}ﬁ be able
to drive the camper Vah over the rocks and get
to the other side.

T +\wou5¥\+ everyone would say my idea was s+u‘>ic},
but w\\eh d camper van two doors down 30+ +i‘>\>ec}
over we were reo\ciy to +r>/ Just about ANY THING.

T
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We didnt wanna call a lot of attention to
ourselves b)/ turning on the engine, so we \Dushe&
+he camper Van off the \Da& and down the hill.
And, once we got it going, the camper Van rea||>/
started MOVING.

\ - .

Wh 4“ e YA

The ohly ‘>ro{>|em was we -forsoi' to detach the
sewer pipe before we got ro||ih3, and it made a

giant MESS on our site.
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But +)nere was ho 3oih3 back now, and wheh -H\e
camper Van started \DickihS up S\')eed we all climbed
on {)oard.

We coasted to the bottom of the hill, where the
lake em\>+iec{ into -H\e stream. Ahd w‘weh we were

far ehous\w away from everyone else, it seemed safe
to start ﬂ-\e ehsihe.

We ke\ﬁ the \\eo\dli\g\w‘l's off because we didnt want
anyone to SEE vs. But that made i+ +rick>/ +o
find the shallow spot in the stream.
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By now i+ had started to RAIN, and it was
comihs down Preﬁy hard. But when we turned
the )neac“isH's back on, T fihally found the quce

where the stream was shallow.

Dad put his foot on the accelerator. We e&secl
out slowly, and for a minute it looked like we were
gohha be able 4o make it all the way across.
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But once we got o the middle of the stream
there was an awful sound, and the camper Van
arouhd ‘o a \'\o\H'.

We were stuck on a Siah-f ROCK, and $ome+¥\ih3 so‘i'
khocked loose from +he bottom of the camper Van.
T'm not an ex?er‘r on cars or dh)"ﬂ'\ihs, bu+,
whatever that -H\ihs was, it looked like it was
pretty IMPORTANT.

e (D
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But i+ turned out that was the LEAST of our
\vroblems. The rain was getting a lot HEAVIER,

and all of a sudden the stream wasn+ so

SHALLO\A/ o\hy more.

Now our sewage hookw\) was UNDERWATER,
and it didnt take |oh9 for the sys+em to back up-

The mess in the bathroom overflowed into the
main |ivih3 area, and we scrambled +o kee'\) off
the floor. We knew we couldn+ stay inside the
camper van, so we tried to get OUT. But {))/ how
the water in the stream was moVing so fast it
wash+ SAFE 4o leave.
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The camper Van was -fi||ih3 up with water, and we
had to climb even HIGHER. Rodrick \Dullecl Rimself
on 1o the roof first, and then ‘-\e|\>ecl the REST
of us up to safe‘r)/.
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But once we were all on the roof the camper Van

started to TURN.
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By now the stream was oVerﬂowihs, and the camper
van lifted free from the rock it was stuck on. Five

seconds later we were c}ri{-l'ihs downstream.
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We were headed rig)ﬁ for that BRIDGE. And, if
we had s+a7led where we were on the roof, +ha+t
+)nih3 would have taken our HEADS of{.

ﬂ\a-l"s when T noticed that some of the seat
cushions from the kitchen had floated outside
the side door. T JumFed first, and everyohe else
{ollowed ray lead.
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The ohly person who didn+ Jump was MANNY. He
had climbed back down into the camper Van and was
sitting in the DRIVER'S seat.

ﬂwe rest of us were freo\kihs out, because the
camper van was about to hit the BRIDGE.
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But at the last second Mo\hhy \)ulled the wheel
hard o the right, and +he camper van started
to TURN. And when it reached +he bridae the

camper Van Sha\)\)eJ into \)lace like a \)uzzle piece.
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Mahhy wasnt FINISHED, ‘H\ous)n. He srab‘bed
50me+¥\ih3 out of the 3|oVe compartment, +hen he

shot off +he flare guh for the second time this +r.'\>.

Even +\wous\\ it was still raining hard, the flare lit
up +he sky A few minutes later we saw \weadln's‘ﬁs
comihs our way. A+ first T +)nous¥\+ PeoPle were
coming to RESCUE us. But when +\~\ey got to
the bn’clae -H-\e)/ Just ke‘rf GOING.
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-

T+ took a full HOUR {or all the vehicles to cross
+o the other side.
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And when the very las+ mo+orc>/|e drove over the

briJSe, +he ohly ‘I'\'\ihs we could hear was the rain.
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Sa+urclax
After the campsite em\>+ied out, we were the ohly

ones LEFT. With all +he \DeO\)|e gone, we were
fihally able o ehJoy ourselves. And, for once,
Cdrn\)ers’ E den lived vp to its NAME.

So all i+ took for this \)|o\ce 4o +urn into ‘mraéise
was for everyohe else o LEAVE.

Two da)/s after the storm, +he deliVery truck came
back o SU\)P‘)’ the camp store. And +tha+t his\\‘l'
we ate like KINGS.
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We had the whole lake +o ourselves, too. And,
since the water was nice and c}ee?, we ac+ua||)' had
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I dont wanna be cor‘hy or ahyﬂ\ihs, but we
ac+ud||>/ DID make o few "\a\)\)y memories c}urihs

our s+a7/.

But T Jus+ wanha Poih‘l’ out that T was riSH',
because it took a miracle for it to MFPeh.

T'm not sure we needed o 90 +\wrou3)n all that
DRAMA, +\wou3)n. So maybe the next time we do
50me+¥sih3 as a family, we can stick with SOme+)nih3
BORING, like minigolf.
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Tm rea||>/ |ookih3 forward to +e||ih3 Rowley about
my )nolido\y when T aet back. But Tl \arobably
leave out the parts that werent so great.

And T mis\ﬁ c\-\ahse a few other details here and
there, because you should never let the truth get

in the way of a 300& s+or)/.
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BES c}mhges are in store for ,
Grea Hefﬂef and his -qu;\y. y
‘ﬂ'\ey are mc\k[hg )nome

im? rovements!

But wi‘f)n unhwelcome critters,
toxic: mould and the walls
com£h3 &owh, soohn Gr’es

3
&isco\rers renhoVations aren+

all -H'\C)/’re cr‘acked U? ‘o {)g 1%

When the dus+ -thc\”)f settles, -

will the Hemfﬂe)/s be able to
S'fa)/ is v or will ‘H\ey need to get out of town?

‘ONE OF -THE BESTSELLING CHILDREN’S
AUTHORS ON THE PLANET — Ihafef)eha{eh‘f

DIARY P Y ]

| & DIARY

n.wfrn‘:y:m :‘c.iuf. i D.Ujf_
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http://wimpykidclub.co.uk
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